
Doing good with your estate



We cannot add days to life,
       but we can add life to days.
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Add more life to the days – 
how your will can help the Sternenbrücke

eath is part of life and yet in our society it is often pushed to 
one side� Although none of us like to think about death and the 
related subject of leaving your estate, it is nevertheless impor-

tant to make provisions early, safe in the knowledge that your estate is 
used the way you would want it to be�

With this brochure, we would like to briefly explain to you how in her-
itance is regulated by law if there is no will and what the advantages of a 
will are� You can use your will to make your mark, to support the next gener-
ation or perhaps even a social institution� If you are interested in the Stern-
enbrücke children’s hospice and would like to support our work after your 
own death, for example by considering us in your will, we would be very 
pleased and help you with any questions you may have�
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The Sternenbrücke children’s hospice

ince 2003, the Sternenbrücke children’s hospice has been  
supporting terminally ill children, adolescents and young adults 
up to the age of 27 who together with their families stay with us, 

are provided with professional and loving respite care during their long 
period of illness and at the end of life�

Even after the loss of their child, the Sternenbrücke continues to give 
support to the affected families as they cope with their grief�

S
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Financing the Sternenbrücke children’s hospice The children’s hospice 
offers many different kinds of support services and helps the families be 
able to deal with the burden of their child’s illness, helps them gain new 
strength and, after the loss of their beloved child, find a new way to live 
their lives�

Healthcare and (paediatric) nurses, experienced paediatrics, special-
ists in youth and palliative medicine, a pain therapist, two physiothera-
pists, education specialists, social education workers, grief counsellor,  
a palliative care nurse and the hospice management are all on site to  
support and lovingly care for the sick young people and their families – 
they are there to alleviate their feelings of loneliness and isolation and to 
give them emotional and physical support�

The services of the Sternenbrücke children’s hospice

• Respite care (usually 28 days a year)

• Care and support at the end of life

• Pain therapy

• Different types of therapy 
(physiotherapy, ergotherapy, music therapy and aquatic therapy)

• Social-legal advice

• Support for siblings

• Grief counselling and grief seminars

• Bridging activities

• Training courses at the Sternenbrücke children’s hospice  
academy
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Financing the Sternenbrücke children’s hospice
Currently, the daily costs for the full care and support of a family in the 
Sternenbrücke children’s hospice amounts on average to 1,100�00 euros� 
About 60 percent of the costs, especially for the care of the sick child,  
are covered by the health and nursing care insurance funds� Since the 
Sternenbrücke not only cares for the sick child, but also supports the  
family in a variety of ways to stabilise them in this difficult stage in their life, 
around 40 percent of the costs are not covered by the statutory  
funding agencies�
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This is how you can help 

he success of the Sternenbrücke relies on many helping hands� 
In addition to our full-time staff, the Sternenbrücke has also 
been supported by volunteers for many years who dedicate their 

time and energy to our cause� They and the constant help we receive from 
outside in the form of money and donations in kind make it possible to 
finance the stay of the affected families and carry out many different pro-
jects� In 2010, the Sternenbrücke was able to open the youth hospice for 
terminally ill adolescents and young adults up the age of 27 and in 2011, 
the Sternenbrücke children’s hospice academy, and we are not staying still� 
In addition to donations of money, donations in kind and donations of time, 
it is also possible to consider us in your will�
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Support after your death

ow would you like to support the Sternenbrücke children’s 
 hospice after you die? To ensure that your estate is used in 
accordance with your wishes, it is advisablefor you to draw up  

an official will�

By drawing up a will you define who inherits what
If your estate is to be distributed only among your relatives, i�e� blood 
relatives including adopted and illegitimate children or spouses, this cor-
responds to the legal inheritance as regulated in the German Civil Code 
(BGB)� However, if you wish to allocate your estate in a way other than 
provided for by law, you must do so by drawing up a will� This is necessary 
in particular if you wish to consider another person close to you or if you 
wish to show social commitment beyond your lifetime�

In a will you decide what happens to your assets� This freedom is lim-
ited only by the mandatory share laid down by the law, which benefits a 
person‘s descendants (children, grandchildren), parents as well as the 
spouse� The mandatory share amounts to half of the statutory inheritance� 

Advantages of a will

A will overrides who inherits your estate as laid down by 
the law and allows you to make your own choices�
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Drawing up your own will
The handwritten will, also called the will personally and manually  
written and signed, is the simplest way to make a will� The following  
formal requirements must be observed: 

• Heading: “my will” (“Unser Testament”)

• First name and surname (including maiden name)

• Date of birth

• Address

• Heirs and estate

• Place, Date 

• Signature (first name and surname)
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If you want to be sure that your will stands up to any objection or challenge, 
then you should have your will drawn up by a notary and notarised� Married 
couples and people living in a registered partnership can draw up a joint 
will, or a “Berliner Testament” as it is called in German law� In a joint will, 
people can appoint each other as their sole heirs� Only after the death of 
both partners does the final heir receive the estate�

Your will can, in principle, be kept anywhere� There exist no rules�  
However, if you want to be sure that your will can be found and opened 
after your death, it is advisable to file it with a probate court� A notarial will 
is automatically stored with the certifying notary at the probate court�
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Other useful information

Charitable organisations like the Sternenbrücke 
children’s hospice are exempt from inheritance tax. 
All of the inheritance goes to the good cause.

If a beneficiary is registered in the life insurance policy,  
this does not count as part of the estate. The Sternenbrücke 
children’s hospice can also be made a beneficiary of a life 
insurance policy.

With an endowment contribution you secure the long-term 
existence of the Sternenbrücke children’s hospice foundation.
With a donation you support the work of the children’s hospice 
in the short term.

Due to the individual nature of each case, we recommend that 
you seek legal advice from a notary when drawing up your will 
or bequest. You can find a notary near you via the National 
Association of Notaries (Bundesnotarkammer).
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If you would like to know more, please do get in touch

f you wish to support the Sternenbrücke children’s hospice, you 
are making a valuable contribution to ensuring that families with 
children with life-long illnesses do not have to make their diffi-

cult journey on their own� In addition to gentle care and support, the fam-
ilies are also given help after the loss of their child to allow them to find a 
new way to live their lives�

If you are thinking about how you can support the Sternenbrücke after  
your death, then please do not hesitate to give us a call� Since each case  
of inheritance is unique and individual, we will be happy to talk to you in 
person to answer any questions you may have�

Peer Gent
Commercial management
Sternenbrücke children’s hospice foundation
Sandmoorweg 62
22559 Hamburg
Telephone: +49 40 - 81 99 12 755 (office)
Fax: +49 40 - 81 99 12 50
E-Mail: info@sternenbruecke�de 

Thorben Nerge
Consultant for wills and estates 
Sternenbrücke children’s hospice foundation
Sandmoorweg 62
22559 Hamburg
Telefon: +49 40 - 81 99 12 21
Fax: +49 40 - 81 99 12 50
E-Mail: t�nerge@sternenbruecke�de
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Donation accounts

Donation account of the 
Sternenbrücke children’s hospice foundation 
Hamburger Sparkasse
Account number: 1001 300 787
Sort code: 200 505 50
IBAN: DE69 2005 0550 1001 3007 87
BIC: HASPDEHHXXX

Donation account of
Förderverein Kinder-Hospiz Sternenbrücke e. V.
Hamburger Volksbank
Account number: 2333 333
Sort code: 201 900 03
IBAN: DE54 2019 0003 0002 3333 33
BIC: GENODEF1HH2
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 E-Mail:  info@sternenbruecke�de
 Internet:  www�sternenbruecke�de
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